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she was part of the Higher Education 
Committee in Texas, when we recog-
nized the disparities that existed 
throughout south Texas, where we had 
no universities of any professional 
type, and we fought. We were very 
pleased with then Governor Ann Rich-
ards and others to be able to push for-
ward what she made happen in the late 
1980s and early 1990s, and that was the 
formation of a 4-year institution in 
Corpus Christi; the formation of a 4-
year institution in Brownsville, Texas; 
the formation of a 4-year institution in 
Webb County; the expansion of the 
A&M downtown campus in San Anto-
nio. During her tenure, in her efforts in 
higher education, she knew that those 
were the areas that she needed to move 
on. 

She has left a lasting legacy, and this 
is a tribute that will continue to re-
mind the residents of south Texas of 
her strength and courage.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
do not have any additional requests for 
time, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
other additional speakers, I urge pas-
sage of this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 4829. 

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 3242 

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to have the name of the 
gentlewoman from Missouri (Mrs. 
EMERSON) removed as a cosponsor of 
H.R. 3242. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 5212, EMERGENCY SUP-
PLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS 
FOR HURRICANE DISASTERS AS-
SISTANCE ACT, 2005 

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 819 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 819

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 
resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in 
the House the bill (H.R. 5212) making emer-
gency supplemental appropriations for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2005, for ad-
ditional disaster assistance relating to storm 

damage, and for other purposes. The bill 
shall be considered as read for amendment. 
The previous question shall be considered as 
ordered on the bill and on any amendment 
thereto to final passage without intervening 
motion except: (1) one hour of debate on the 
bill equally divided and controlled by the 
chairman and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Appropriations; (2) the 
amendment printed in the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules accompanying this resolu-
tion, if offered by Representative Hensarling 
of Texas or his designee, which shall be in 
order without intervention of any point of 
order or demand for division of the question, 
shall be considered as read, and shall be sep-
arately debatable for 20 minutes equally di-
vided and controlled by the proponent and an 
opponent; and (3) one motion to recommit 
with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. PUTNAM) is 
recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), pending 
which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

(Mr. PUTNAM asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 
819 is a modified, closed rule that pro-
vides for consideration of H.R. 5212, 
making emergency supplemental ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2005, for additional dis-
aster assistance relating to storm dam-
age and for other purposes. 

The rule waives all points of order 
against consideration of the bill and 
provides for 1 hour of debate in the 
House, equally divided and controlled 
by the Chairman and Ranking Minor-
ity Member of the Committee on Ap-
propriations. The rule provides for con-
sideration of the Hensarling amend-
ment which shall be separately debat-
able for 20 minutes, equally divided and 
controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent. Finally, the rule provides one 
motion to recommit. 

Mr. Speaker, this is my inaugural 
rule, and I want to begin by thanking 
the Speaker for the honor of serving on 
this distinguished committee, and 
what an important rule to begin with, 
as it impacts the Sunshine State that 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
HASTINGS) and I are so honored to rep-
resent. 

Mr. Speaker, on four occasions in a 
span of 6 weeks, portions of my home 
State of Florida have been designated 
disaster areas. Additionally, areas in 
nine other States have been declared 
disaster areas due to hurricane-related 
damage. Between August 13 and Sep-
tember 26, five hurricanes wreaked 
havoc upon the eastern and Gulf coasts 
of the United States. For the first time 
since 1886, a single State has been hit 
by four hurricanes in one season. 

The widespread devastation caused 
by these natural disasters is breath-
taking. Damage was sustained along 
the entire eastern seaboard from rav-

aging winds in the Florida Keys and 
the Florida panhandle to tornadoes and 
mudslides in the Carolinas and severe 
flooding up the east coast. 

The emergency supplemental appro-
priations bill, H.R. 5212, provides sub-
stantial resources for recovery. This 
rule brings to the Floor legislation to 
help families and farmers and busi-
nesses rebuild in the aftermath of na-
ture’s destruction. 

The long-range economic effects of 
these storms will be severe. All facets 
of the economy were affected due to 
power outages, crop losses, and wind 
and water damage. It is difficult to 
comprehend the impact of these suc-
cessive storms on Florida’s economy. 
Florida’s largest economic engine is 
tourism. The land of pristine beaches 
and world-class attractions has seen 
significant hardship for the tourism in-
dustry, while entire communities along 
the panhandle have been washed away. 
Businesses, large and small, are suf-
fering from the aftermath of these 
storms. Many remained closed for 
weeks at a time while they went with-
out utilities, losing important revenue. 
Mom-and-pop shops have fewer beach-
goers to serve. Families and businesses 
now face multiple insurance 
deductibles following the damage of 
multiple storms that hit the same 
areas. 

Florida’s agriculture industry sus-
tained the loss of up to 40 percent or 
more of its citrus crop for this season, 
along with the loss of trees that pro-
vide future harvests. In addition to cit-
rus, the vegetable, sugar, cattle, tim-
ber, dairy, nursery, and other indus-
tries suffered severe losses. 

Our infrastructure, Mr. Speaker, was 
utterly destroyed in some areas. 
Bridges, interstate bridges were washed 
away, cutting off evacuation routes 
and isolating communities. Hospitals 
were forced to close due to damage. 
Schools were shut down to serve as 
shelters. In my county alone, 13 days of 
school have been missed. The school 
year has essentially begun anew on 
four separate occasions. Military bases 
have been closed following extensive 
damage to hangars, equipment and 
training areas. Traffic lights lay in the 
middle of intersections. Daily life came 
to consist of searching for ice and bat-
teries and helping neighbors wield a 
chain saw to remove a tree on top of 
your home, business or vehicle. 

President Bush has recommended a 
total of $11 billion in assistance to the 
States that have been affected by these 
storms. The bill provides for $6.5 billion 
for disaster recovery efforts for FEMA, 
which is in addition to the $2 billion 
that was appropriated for FEMA ear-
lier this month. FEMA uses these re-
sources for a variety of disaster relief 
activities, including direct assistance 
to impacted individuals and families, 
debris removal, utility and infrastruc-
ture repairs, emergency food and shel-
ter, and mitigation. 

Mr. Speaker $1.1 billion for the De-
partment of Defense; $929 million for 
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